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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to communication filed 9 April 2004 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5 and 7-17 . 

3. ^ The drawings filed on 01 October 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of Amendment filed 9 April 2004, and Terminal Disclaimer 
of prior U.S. patent No. 6,053,030 filed 24 June 2004. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-5 and 7-17 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The record of prior art fails to teach an accountability and identification system, including 
a plurality of touch sensors, each touch sensor including a memory and information stored in the 
memory; at least one of the touch sensors being a personal identification touch sensor having 
user information on a unique user stored in the memory; at least one of the touch sensors being a 
data touch sensor having user information on a unique group of users stored in the memory; and 
at least one instrument, each instrument including a receptacle adapted for momentarily 
receiving the personal identification touch sensor to read the user information stored therein, a 
microprocessor in electrical communication with the receptacle, the microprocessor having a 
memory portion for storing operating software and the user information read by the receptacle, 
and a display in electrical communication with the microprocessor, the display providing a visual 
indication of portions of the user information selected by the operating software. 

Whalen, Jr. et al. (US 6,029,889; hereinafter "Whalen, Jr.") teaches an accountability and 
identification system, comprising: a memory and information stored in the memory, a bar-coded 
unique user information stored in the memory; at least one instrument including a receptacle 
adapted for momentarily receiving the personal identification to read the user information stored 
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therein, a microprocessor in electrical communication with the receptacle, the microprocessor 
having a memory portion for storing operating software and the user information read by the 
receptacle, and a display in electrical communication with the microprocessor providing a visual 
indication of microprocessor, the portions of the user information selected by the operating 
software. 

Campman (US 6,016,099) teaches automatically active personal alert safety system for 
accounting for firefighters at a fire scene and also assuring that a firefighter has his pass device 
turned on automatically. 

Stumberg et al. (US 5,689,234; hereinafter "Stumberg") teaches a system allowing 
firefighter to monitor a variety of safety related parameters during firefighting activities through 
audible and/or visual means. 

However, Whalen, Jr., Campman, and Stumberg, taken alone or in combination thereof, 
fails to teach an accountability and identification system, including a plurality of touch sensors 
having information stored therein; at least one of the touch sensors being a personal 
identification touch sensor having user information on a unique user stored in the memory; at 
least one of the touch sensors being a data touch sensor having user information on a unique 
group of users stored in the memory as set forth in the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly D. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-2402. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



24 June 2004 


